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Hanks Near Eye Charts

Using the Hanks Near-
Point Eye Charts

The Hanks Near-Point Eye Charts are useful for
measuring visual acuity and visual function at a variety
of common near tasks.

SETUP

For measuring visual acuity, the Near-Point Eye
Charts should be held at a distance of 40 centimetres
(16 inches) from the subject’s eyes.

For assessing visual performance at different tasks,
the Near-Point Eye Charts should be held at the
habitual distance for the particular task. For example,
music would typically be viewed from a distance of
60 centimetres (depending on the instrument). Or a
computer screen is typically 50 centimetres form the
eyes of a subject.

VISUAL ACUITY

Simply record the size of the smallest text that the
subject is able to read without errors.

“NORMAL” VISION

Normal vision at 40 cm is the text below the green
highlight line. This has the notation N6, 40/40, J3
or 6Pt.

HIGHLIGHT LINES

For ease of use when directing a subject, the most
common near-point test materials are highlighted by
coloured lines - red, green and orange. For example:
“Please try reading the text below the green line?”.

N6 40/40 J3 1.00 6PT

It is not unusual for some patients to experience a slight difficulty adapting to a new prescription.
This is especially true if a power change has been overdue. It will be easiest to adapt to a new
p iption in familiar i and a shorter period will be required if you avoid alternating
between old and new pairs.

SNELLEN NOTATION

The Snellen notation on the Hanks Near-Point Eye
Charts is in the equivalent 20/20 format, but it is stated
for the typical testing distance of 40 cms. (Thus the
first number is “40” to indicate the testing distance).
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Contemporary tasks for assessment of vision at the near point
e

N28 40/200 J16 0.20 28PT Log0.70 3.0X

°| Vision is a precious
| giftthat should never
| be neglected. We

.| should all value and ?:“"“:ff; :
-| care for our eyes. | Zoisl

EYE INJURIES:
It is estimated that every year over a million children |- »
N14 40/100 J10 0.40 14PT Log0.40 2.0X worldwide aged 5 to 17 suffer eye injuries, mostly during play
. . or sports. Parents can help prevent these accidents for small |

Older age groups are at a greater risk |- children by screening all toys. Avoid those with sharp points
.| forcataracts and glaucoma. Itis normal
to expect that regular adjustments to
.| spectacles will be required to give
maximum vision.

NEWS PRINT

N0 40770 J7 057 10PT Log0.24 16X REFERENCE

After a relatively stable period in the 20 and 30 year old age

groupe, a significant time for changing vision begine in the 40's

This involves a gradual loss of the ability to focus the lens inside

| tneeye. The resuttis quite normal and most of these people wil
need reading spectacles or progressives.

N8 4000 J5 080 BPT Log0.10

60, the eye will tend toward short-sightedness as the inner partof e eye | 1| EPHONE CLASSIFIEDS
rdens,
dea | *

harder o
trs ight 5o hat glare ften becomes more of a problem.

N6 40040 J3 1.00 6PT L0g0.00

N6 40130 J2 133 BPT Log0.12

This can be easily converted to the metric 6/6 format
by selecting the same fractional relationship:

40/ /200 /100 /70 /50 /40 /30 125
SNELLEN
CONVERSION 20/ /100 /50 /35 125 /20 /15 2.5
6/ 130 /156 10.5 7.5 16 4.5 4

When visual acuity is recorded, the distance at which
the measurement was taken should also be recorded.
For example, if the measurement was taken at 40 cms
the result could be recorded as . . .

40/40 -or-
20/20 at 40 cms
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Visit the Hanks Eyecharts website to
download support files. These include

Results & Answers.
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